ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT Minutes of The Meeting of the Parish Council
held at The Sports Pavilion, Stoke Row Road, Rotherfield Peppard
on Monday 9th March at 8:00 pm
Present:
Councillors:

Barry Wood (Chairman)

(BW)

Terry Ryan

(TR)

Tony Cotton (Vice Chair)

(TC)

Hadley Cooper

(HC)

Fiona Berry

(FB)

Simon Crouch

(SC)

Valerie Ross

(VR)

Veronica Treacher

(VT)

Clerk:

Linda Collison

(LC)

OCC:

None

SODC:

Paul Harrison (part)

Press:

Connor McLoughlin

Members of Public:

(PH)

23 in total – some part only

Key: “The Charity” = The Sports Pavilion and Field, Rotherfield Peppard Charity
Open Forum:
The proprietor of the new coffee shop ”Daisy’s” located at the entrance to Dog Lane introduced herself
to the Council explaining that they would shortly be adding an evening Carvery. BW explained that a
resident had raised concerns regarding the advertising boards outside the coffee shop. LC to send
details explaining how permission is obtained (from SODC and Highways) for displaying advertising
boards.
A resident of Butlers Yard raised concerns regarding the safety of the Blounts Court Road/Stoke Row
Road/B481 junction at Gravel’s Hill. See agenda item 5.
1

Apologies:
Apologies from Councillor Flett were received prior to the meeting were accepted. County
Councillor Bartholomew also sent his apologies.

2

Member’s declaration of Pecuniary Interests:
None.

3

Minutes:
It was proposed by TR, seconded by TC and resolved unanimously that the minutes of the Full
Council meetings held on Monday 16th February 2015 be signed as a true record of the meeting.

4

Peppard School:
On Monday 2nd March 2015 BW and TR met with the Head Teacher and two School Governors
from Peppard School. BW reported that Peppard School was a very good/outstanding village
school, although some of the buildings are quite worn and there is a shortage of space. There are
currently 96 pupils at the school – the range over the past 8 years has varied between 76 and 105.
The school catchment area stretched from Caversham to Highmoor and includes Harpsden.
Highlands Farm in Harpsden is likely to be the site for 140 new homes which will result in a large
sum of CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) money for the Parish of Harpsden.
A significant sum of money is still needed for the new school, at present OCC is unable to help and
therefore it is unlikely that the build will start in the next couple of years. However, BW explained
that as Harpsden is in the catchment area for Peppard School, the school will need to accommodate
approximately 30 additional pupils, and therefore it is right and proper for Peppard School to
benefit from part of the CIL money.

Signed:……............................

Page 461

Mins_Full_9Mar15.final

ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD PARISH COUNCIL
DRAFT Minutes of The Meeting of the Parish Council
held at The Sports Pavilion, Stoke Row Road, Rotherfield Peppard
on Monday 9th March at 8:00 pm
Mr Herriot (Peppard School Governor) supported this approach but added that to secure funding
from OCC, the OCC cabinet needs to include the item in their budget, and asked for support from
the Council in trying to make this happen.
TR express his concern that David Cameron has announced an extra 500 free schools are to be
opened in the next 5 years – yet we are unable to secure funding to improve or extend our existing
school.
5

6

1

Matters relating to Oxfordshire County Council (OCC):


County Councillors Report
Councillor Bartholomew submitted his report prior to the meeting. (Appendix 1).



Highways and Footpaths :
o

On-going issues - see appendix 2.

o

New Issues –


Accident at the Gallowstree Road/Stoke Row Road crossroads
BW reported that on the morning of 9th March 2015 there had been another accident at
the Gallowstree Stoke Row road crossroads. A lorry collided off the road into the
Give-Way sign and roadside verge. Luckily a local resident (with camera) was on site
to witness and record this. BW had researched and contacted the company (A. Ebner,
International Transport - Austria) asking them to repair the damage. Action BW/LC to
pass details to OCC Highways.1



B481/Stoke Row Road/Blounts Court Junction
Concerns have been raised by members of the public (including during the Open
Forum) regarding dangerous parking and congestion at the B481/Stoke Row
Road/Blounts Court Junction. In the previous week the police were called when
residents could not enter/exit Butlers Yard. The police reference number is 604 –BW
suggested that resident refer to this number for future issues.
The cause appears to be:
a) Builders and other tradesmen working at the new developments along the B481
parking in the area (and not on site) and
b) Businesses in the area that appear to be operating over and above their original
planning permission, including a new second hand/salvage business.
BW reported that he had spoken with SODC enforcement who will look into the
trading terms of the businesses if a formal request was made by the Council.
Action : LC to send letter to enforcement.
BW added that he was meeting OCC Councillor Bartholomew, with Anthony Kirkwood
and Mark Francis from OCC Environment and Economy on Wednesday 11th March
2015 at 11am to discuss this matter further.

Sonning Common NDP
It was agreed that the response to SC-NDP Draft Pre-submission would be considered at the next
planning meeting. Response deadline 27th March 2015.
It was agreed that a working group should meet to discuss the draft pre-submission.
BW thanks FB for her hard work on this project.

Done 11 March 2015

Signed:……............................
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7

Joint Henley and Harpsden NDP
Proposal to approve response to JHH-NDP draft submission circulated prior to meeting with one
small amendment - to add a comment about safety concerns with HGV's going through the villages.
Action LC to amend, circulate and submit. Response deadline 20th March 2015

8

SODC Local Plan 2031
It was agreed that the responses to the Refined Options and Sustainability would be considered at
the next planning meeting. Response deadline 4th April 2015
It was agreed that VT would attend the CPRE public meeting on over-development in Oxfordshire
on Friday 27th March 2015 and forward back to Council.

9

Matters relating to South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC)


District Councillor’s Report: ( PH)
o

Council Tax
SODC’s portion of the council tax has reduced by 3%. This without any reduction in
service. In fact SODC has increased services by budgeting, employing an additional
enforcement officer and making the on-off cost of the deep clean an annual service. This
has been made possible by reducing the cost of back office functions and is looking to make
further reductions in service by combining more back office functions with other Councils.

o

SODC fire
SODC are now in the final stages of acquiring offices at Milton Park. Agreement by both
partied has been made and SODC now wait the signing of contracts before relocation of
staff to Milton park. It is envisaged that SODC officers will be based here for at least 3 to 4
years. Milton Park is in the area known as “Science Vale”, which is seen as the major area
of employment within both South Oxfordshire and the Vale.
Council meetings will still be held at Howberry Park, which is very close to the old SODC
offices. A final decision on the permanent location of the Council offices is still to be made.

o

S1062
Ref http://www.southoxon.gov.uk/services-and-advice/planning-and-building/planningpolicy/delivering-infrastructure/section-106
The main issue with S106 money is the size of the development required before SODC can
charge a developer S106 monies. The government have now proposed Community
Infrastructure Levy’s (CIL) which need to be agreed before the beginning of April. SODC
have put this out to consultation. (See below)

o

Science Vale Action Plan
SODC have drawn up an action plan to help support the Science Vale area. It includes how
new developments and infrastructure would be delivered.
Consultation document can be found at public libraries and viewed at:
www.southoxon.gov.uk/sciencevale and www.whitehorsedc.gov.uk/sciencevale
Public events will be held as follows:




Didcot Railway Station, main entrance, 5 March, 4pm to 7pm;
Didcot Cornerstone, 6 March, 10am to 1pm;
Harwell Village Hall, 16 March, 10am to 1pm;

Section 106 (S106) agreements are a means of securing infrastructure to support development. When a developer makes a
planning application, they have to consider the local infrastructure requirements. SODC draws up an S106 agreement before
granting planning permission, so the developer is legally bound to delivery specific infrastructure. Infrastructure can be
delivered in kind, or payments can be made to support new facilities
2

Signed:……............................
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Culham Science Centre Gatehouse, 17 March, 3.30pm to 7pm;
Milton Park Innovation Centre, 19 March, 4pm to 7pm; and
The Beacon, Wantage, 26 March, 2pm to 8pm.

o

Getting Smart
Smartwater is a tool that police are using to help people be reunited with their stolen
goods. The Smartwater is applied to items (eg bikes) and if the item is lost/stolen and
found it can be traced back to the owner by using the Smartwater much like a dog/cat chip.
Smartwater kits can be purchased from the police for £15.

o

2015 Election
Henley town and parish elections will be held in Henley Town Hall.

Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
It was agreed that no response needed to be made to the CIL consultation.

10 Village Website
BW reported that he and LC had met with Rita Hadgkiss to discuss the possibility of a village
website, combining two of more existing websites for village organisations. Rita Hadgkiss will
document and send a written proposal for members to review. It was agreed in principle that a
combined village website should be further investigated.
11 Play Area
TR reported that the pre-planning application meeting had been held on Friday 6th March 2015 to
discuss building a play area on the Top Common. The findings and decisions from the planning
officer had not yet arrived, although the Planning Officer did indicate that it was an ideal location
and did not envisage any planning issues.
12 Diary dates
Members were reminded of the upcoming events


Litter Blitz - Saturday 18th April 2015 from 10am – 12 noon
Meeting point is outside the Unicorn Pub, Colmore Lane, Rotherfield Peppard. Litter picks, Viz
jackets, black bags and for the rubbish collection arranged.



Beating the Bounds - Sunday, May 10th 2015 starts at 2pm
Meeting point is outside the Unicorn Pub, Colmore Lane, Rotherfield Peppard.
The walk will follow the south-west boundaries of the Parish and will last about 1½ hours.



Annual Parish Meeting - Saturday 25th April 2015 from 10am – 12 noon
Venue is Peppard War Memorial Hall. Agendas have been distributed via Peppard news.

13 Administration, Finance and Staffing:


2014-15 YTD Accounts
TC presented the 2014-15 Accounts as at 9th March 2015 - Ref Appendix 3



Bank reconciliations
TC confirmed that he would review the year end bank reconciliation.

Signed:……............................
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Internal Audit
LC reported that she had received the Internal Audit report for operations to December 31st
2014 just before the meeting and reported two findings:
o

Finance and Staffing minutes Tuesday April 8th 2014 p 47 and the same in the Full Council
minutes Monday April 14th 2014 p323 – Nat West balance is reported as £21,681.46 but it
should read £16,004.64.3

In some minutes the term ‘paused’ is used where it would be appropriate to use the term
‘adjourned’. Sometimes it is used in places where adjournment would not be necessary, ie
the signing of declaration of acceptance of office. Whilst it is not prohibited to use
synonyms where the meaning is clear, the conventional term is ‘adjourned’ and this is the
one used in the Local Council Administration Handbook.
It was agreed that a note should be made on the Finance and staffing minutes Tuesday April 8th
2014 p 47 and Full Council minutes Monday April 14th 2014 p323 to note the error.

o



2015 Parish Elections – 7th May 2015
LC reported that she would issues the nomination forms as soon as they arrive and will hand
deliver completed forms to SODC for the Council member s.



Councillor Portfolios
BW explained that he would like to establish Councillor Portfolios and would be discussing this
individually with members with a view to establishing the new responsibilities in May.
Members to communicate their suggestions or preferences with BW.

14 Charity Actions
It was unanimously agreed to approve the following decisions made in the Trustee meeting held
directly before the Council meeting:
1. For RPPC to purchase the following items on behalf of the Charity, and to then reimburse to
Council from the Charity funds:
a) Erection of Notice Board (cost up to £100 + VAT)
b) New locks (and keys) for pavilion back door (cost to £150 + VAT)
c) Repair toilet flooring (cost to be confirmed – up to £200 + VAT)
d) Install curtains in Pavilion (cost to be confirmed – up to £200 + VAT)
e) Power and Wiring Schematic map (cost up to £250 + VAT)
f) Repair Loft hatch (cost up to £250 + VAT)
g) WiFi in the pavilion (details and costs previously circulated to members):
 Year 1 (£761 + VAT) - includes connection / set up
 Year 2 onwards (£636 + VAT )
h) Ceiling projector – note a projector (to £350 incl VAT) has already been approved.
2. To arrange and pay for a spring clean of the pavilion (up to £300 + VAT)
All of the above to be actioned as soon as possible – Action SC/LC.

3

This was a typing error by the Clerk - £21,681.46 was the total bank balance of Nat West and Unity Trust.

Signed:……............................
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15 Approval of Spend:
It was proposed by BW, seconded by LF and RESOLVED unanimously that the following purchases
are approved.
Ref #

Account

15-321
15-322
15-323
15-324
15-325
15-326

Staff Costs
Staff Costs
Staff Costs
Staff Costs
Staff Costs
Staff Costs
Charity**
Misc/Unpaid
Misc/Unpaid
Meetings/hall hire

15-327
15-328
15-329
15-330

/ Description
T Parisi
M Bowles
L Collison
HMRC
OCC Pension
Autela Payroll Svs
Ridgeway Oak
B Gas
B Gas
Charity

Payee

Power

Amount £

March wages
March wages
March wages
March PAYE
March Pension
Payroll svcs March
Notice Board install
Elect (March Inv)
Elect (March Inv)
Jan-March 2015

LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA (misc) 1976 s19
LGA (misc) 1976 s19
LGA (misc) 1976 s19
LGA 1972 111

£49.35
£73.53
£549.21
£16.12
£169.02
£12.50
To £100+VAT
Tbc-DD
Tbc-DD
£70.00

The purchase of the following items were approved in previous meetings and now (also) due for
payment
Ref #

Account

15-267
15-285
15-310
15-287
15-312
15-299
15-315

Village Upkeep**
Staff Costs
Staff Costs
Staff Costs
Staff Costs
Subscription
APM

Description
Green Barnes
HMRC
HMRC
Autela Payroll Svs
Autela Payroll Svs
OALC
Peppard News

Payee

Power

Amount £

Notice Board
January PAYE
February PAYE
Payroll svcs Jan
Payroll svcs Feb
OALC
APM Inserts

LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 112
LGA 1972 111

£1,318.01
£16.12
£129.12
£12.50
£12.50
£285.06
£76.00

** Note a) This is to be reclaimed from the Charity and b) invoice total = £1,318.02 (VAT rounding).
PAYE payment
LC reported that she had spoken with HMRC regarding the outstanding PAYE credit from period
July-September for £11.64 and had been advised that that “the system” showed no credit owing –
but that RPPC owed HMRC 71p.
It was agreed that the January-March HMRC payment should include the 71p owing:
January
£16.12
February
£129.12
March
£16.12
Adj
£0.71
Total to pay
£162.07
It was agreed that HC and TR that should authorise the internet payments for the approved
payments above

Signed:……............................
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PLANNING.
BW suggested that in future meetings non Planning Committee members may be excused from the
planning section of the meeting. Action: To be added to next meeting for Council ratification.
TR and SC left the meeting.
FB proposed that as there were 7 planning applications to be considered that BW continued to chair
the meeting allowing FB to present the application, explain the planning implications and relevant
policies for each one.
16 Planning Minutes:
None. The Planning Committee Meeting on Saturday 21st February 2015 was cancelled.
17 Planning Applications:
Application

P15/S0190/
HH

P15/S0412/
HH

P15/S0415/
HH

Details
Stoner 21 Stoke Row Road Peppard Common RG9 5EJ
Convert an existing bungalow into a double storey home and enlarge the
existing garage.
It was proposed by FB, seconded by BW and agreed by majority (2 abstain) that
this applications should be approved.
2 Baron Way, Kingwood, RG9 5WA
Single Storey extension to existing dwelling house to include utility room.
Reconfiguration of double garage from current (unusable as car storage) state
to provide single car bay, and playroom.
It was proposed by FB, seconded by VR and agreed by majority (1 abstain) that
this applications should be refused for the following reasons:
1. A condition exists on the property (ref Land Registry) that prohibits the use
of the garage and/or parking spaces for other than the purpose for which
they were constructed.
2. The proposed planning application reduces the area available for parking
and turning, as a result there would be insufficient parking for the property.
3. The property has been extended into the roof (with-out planning
permission) increasing the number of bedrooms. This accentuates the issue
of insufficient parking places.
4. The proposed extension is to the front of the property and will be out of
character with the surrounding area.
5. The proposed extension is dominant and over-bearing in an area which is
quite small.
6. The cumulative effect of this application, planning application
P14/S1398/HH and extension into the roof is an over development of the
property.
Barn Croft, Chiltern Road, Peppard Common RG9 5LP
Erection of detached double garage.
It was proposed by FB, seconded by TC and agreed unanimously that this
applications should be approved.

Signed:……............................
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P15/S0426/
HH

15 Stoke Row Road Peppard Common RG9 5EJ
Demolition of an existing single garage and the erection of replacement garage,
ground floor front and side extensions and first floor front, side and rear
extensions.
It was proposed by TC, seconded by BW and agreed unanimously that this
applications should be approved subject to the new windows facing north
should be constructed with opaque glass.
85 Shiplake Bottom Peppard Common RG9 5HJ
Erection of rear dormer window, pitched roofs over existing flat roofed front
and side dormer windows & single storey rear extension.

P15/S0458/
HH

It was proposed by FB, seconded by BW and agreed by majority (1 abstain) that
this applications should be approved.
However concern was raised that trees along the rear (Southern) boundary of
the property but in the neighbouring woodland (Old Copse) had been felled
recently. Action LC to report the matter to the National Trust and to Sonning
Common Parish Council (Old Copse is in their Parish).
Maple Cottage Peppard Hill Peppard Common RG9 5ES
Single storey rear extension and a double garage.

P15/S0466/
HH

P15/S0519/
HH

It was proposed by TC, seconded by BW and agreed by majority (2 abstain) that
this applications should be refused due to the following reasons:
1. The height and mass of the proposed garage is over-bearing and out of
character for the area.
2. The position of the garage results in a loss of parking area – if located 3m
further back there would be more space for cars to park or turn.
Telscombe Wyfold Lane Peppard Common RG9 5LR
Erection of two storey side extension. Garage building with accommodation in
the roof. Link conservatory. Replacement porch (Re-application to extend
permission for previously granted application no. P12/S2652/HH).
It was proposed by BW, seconded by VR and unanimously agreed that this
applications should be approved.

P15/S0024/
Amended
plans for
access from
SRR

Broadlands House 6 Stoke Row Road Peppard Common RG9 5EP
Demolition of existing dwelling and sheds, and demolition of garage to Vine
Lodge. Erection of 2x four bedroom dwellings with garages, new access on to
Peppard Hill (B481), landscaping works to boundary to protect existing access
visibility splays, x2 bin stores and hard and soft landscaping
It was proposed by BW, seconded by FB and unanimously agreed that although
the Council welcomed the revised plans with the access onto Stoke Row Road
closed, the concerns regarding the safety of the B481 in this area remain and
therefore again recommend the refusal of this application. The Council are also
concerned that the unequal apportioning of the two plots will result in a third or
even fourth property being built on the site contrary to the pre application
advice. Appendix A of the Design and Access statement

Signed:……............................
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18 Recent Planning Decisions by SODC:
Application

Details

SODC
Decision

P14/S3795/
FUL

Vine Lodge Peppard Hill Peppard Common RG9 5ER
Demolition of existing dwelling and garage. Erection of two
detached two storey 5-bedroom dwellings with garages. Closure of
existing access and creation of new access.

Approved

19 Planning Enforcements/Appeals:
P14/S0257/FUL: Colmore, Colmore Lane Kingwood RG9 5NA
Detail: Construction of a curved trench and re-levelling of part of garden with soil extraction
from trench (retrospective). Application refused by SODC and applicant instructed to fill in the
trench.
Issue: Trench has not been filled in and new fencing had been erected enclosing part of the
Common Land (non-residential) as garden (ie residential) without change of use for the land
being obtained.
This has been reported to enforcement twice with no response.
Action: A letter to be written to Adrian Duffield (Head of Planning for South Oxfordshire District
Council and Vale of White Horse District Council) explaining the situation requesting an update
on the situation and urgent enforcement action if this has not already been taken.

P14/S0844/FUL: The Dog Golf Course Church Lane RG9 5JU
Detail: Improvements to existing 36 hole golf course. - New high quality standard greens to be
constructed for every hole- New raised level teeing areas for every hole- Landscaping works on
Red Course Hole 10, 13 and 17 fairways to enable improvement in visibility and playabilityRemoval of hedgerows & planting to improve visibility & safety aspects
Issues :
1. Concern at the extend of landscaping work, new road and new car park surface – these may
not be within the scope of the approved planning application.
2. Concern regarding impact on layby at entrance to the Golf Course, and request that the
damage caused by the works is repaired and the lay-by made good.
3. Concern that rubble has been laid across Dog Lane (a permissive byway) impacting passage
of pedestrians, bikes etc.
This has been reported to enforcement twice.
Action: A letter to be written to LC Adrian Duffield (as above) explaining the situation requesting
an update on the situation and urgent enforcement action if this has not already been taken.

Signed:……............................
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Land at the old Sewage Works, Wyfold Lane RG9 5LR.
Detail: Trees at the site are being felled in-readiness for a lorry parking area covering about 1.5
acres. A member of the public has raised this with SODC planning, environmental health,
forestry commission, the forestry officer and Badger Trust. As a result a blanket TPO on all the
trees has been placed, and the new owner of the land has been told that he must any further work
on the area.
Issues :
1. Trees are being felled without permission.
2. No change of user permission has been obtained.
3. Impact on AONB land.
4. Impact on wildlife.
5. Environmental health Issues
Action: A letter to be sent to Adrian Duffield (as above) confirming that RPPC re-inforce the need
for the above issues to be investigated and support the decision for the new owner to stop any
further action until all of the above issues have been dealt with.

20 Change of meeting dates:
It was agreed to keep the planning meeting date as Saturday 21st March 2015 when the following
issues will be considered:


Response to Sonning Common NDP Draft Pre-submission



SODC Local Plan response to the Refined Options and Sustainability Appraisal

 New applications
Members unable to attend agreed to submit their comments prior to the meeting. VT and TC gave
their apologies for this meeting.

21 Matters for next meeting Monday 13th April 2015.
Emergency plan,
May Elections,
Publication Scheme
Planning meetings after Full Council meetings – planning Committee members only.

Meeting ended at 10:05 pm

Signed:……............................
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Appendix (1): County Councillor’s Report
THE ANNUAL BUDGET
On the 17th February, Oxfordshire County Council met to discuss and agree its annual budget. From
2010 to the end of 2015, the council will have achieved savings of £204 million, and savings are set to
reach £292 million. The Council relies on grants from Central Government and with the Chancellor of
the Exchequer indicating a further £49 billion reduction for Whitehall departments; Councillors expect
a need for further savings. In this context, the Authority has decided that the council tax will rise by
1.99%, equivalent to 46p a week for a Band D property.
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE
At the same meeting, the Council agreed to make the post of Chief Executive redundant, which would
result in savings of £250k pa. There have, however, been questions regarding the process from
Councillors. The Leader of the Council, Cllr Ian Hudspeth, still believes the Council can operate
effectively without a Chief Executive but is to review the process before implementing the redundancy.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/news/2015/feb/statement-chief-executive-position-council-leader
SERIOUS CASE REVIEW INTO CHILD SEXUAL EXPLOITATION
The Independent Serious Case Review into Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) in Oxfordshire was
published on Tuesday 3 March 2015 by the Oxfordshire Safeguarding Children Board and attracted
considerable attention in the national press. The serious case review followed a trial in 2013 in which
seven men were imprisoned for a total of 95 years for their crimes that took place from 2005-2011.
It is important to remember that these are historical issues and that action was taken several
years ago to address the very serious problems:


A specialist unit known as 'Kingfisher' has been set up.



7500 staff (including police, teachers, and care workers) have been trained to spot warning
signs of CSE and take action.



Around 18,000 school children have seen a drama about child sexual exploitation and
discussed the risks of grooming in class.



School nurses are in place in every secondary school with role in identifying children at risk



Four new children’s homes are being built to house the most vulnerable children in
Oxfordshire
An inspection by children’s services inspectorate Ofsted in 2014 rated Oxfordshire’s child protection
system as ‘good’ and described its approach to tackling child sexual exploitation as ‘high quality’. Jim
Leivers, Oxfordshire County Council’s Director for Children, Education and Families, said:
“If we knew then what we know now about the grooming process, this would have been stopped much
sooner. Before Operation Bullfinch people didn’t believe something this horrible could happen. We are
under no illusions about child sexual exploitation now."
PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT PRAISES OXFORDSHIRE SCHOOL NURSE PROGRAMME
A joint report by Public Health England and the Local Government Association has outlined the
achievements of councils since responsibility for public health returned to local authorities. The
report, ‘Local leadership, new approaches: how new ways of working are helping to improve the health of
local communities’ uses OCC as its key example for promoting public health in schools. When the
County Council took over responsibility for commissioning the school nursing service from the NHS,
the Cabinet decided it wanted something altogether more ambitious: a dramatic ramping up of the
service to promote public health in a way that hadn’t been tried before, throughout all of Oxfordshire’s
secondary schools. The vision was not only to expand the service, but also to ensure nurses were really
part of the fabric of the schools.
Signed:……............................
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https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/407060/2014712_Loc
al_leadership.pdf
CONSULTATION ON CONNECTING OXFORDSHIRE OPENS
OCC is inviting the public, businesses and stakeholders to contribute to the final consultation for
Connecting Oxfordshire. This sets out the council’s ambitions for transport improvements across the
county to 2031, over which time up to 100,000 new homes and 85,000 new jobs are likely to be
created. The plan features a range of short, medium and long-term solutions for road, rail, bus, cycle
and foot, which have been shaped by discussions over the last year. This includes the Oxford Transport
Strategy, which sets out ambitious plans for transport in and around Oxford city, including looking at
mass transit solutions like rapid bus services along strategic routes, integrating transport modes by
transforming the park and ride network and making it easier to cycle by introducing cycle super
routes across the city. There are also strategies aimed at all the main conurbations across the county
including Witney, Bicester and Banbury as well as plans for the Science Vale and key strategic routes
like the A40 and A420.
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/public-site/connecting-oxfordshire
SPECIFIC REPORT FOR ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD
STOKE ROW ROAD/BLOUNTS COURT ROAD/PEPPARD HILL STAGGERED JUNCTION
The chairman has contacted me to express concern about the deteriorating traffic situation here. I
have arranged a site meeting with officers on Wednesday 11th March to examine the situation.
PEPPARD CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
The Cabinet Member for Environment and Economy has clarified the situation with regard to
S106/CIL monies and school catchment areas. I continue to support the school in presenting its case to
OCC for funding in the long-term.

Signed:……............................
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Appendix (2): Highways and Footpaths
Highways:
Location/Issue

Stoke Row Road
(Nr Okavango)
Flooding

Status
6th Oct: OCC Highways: the work appears to have reduced the problem at this
location, at least in the short term. But concerned that we may not achieve good
infiltration into the ground at the crossroads where originally proposed, so
exploring other options before approaching the Nettlebed Estate.
10th Nov: OCC “appears to be resolved at least in the short term. Longer term
we may be able to tie it up with Gallowstree Rd.”
Update : None – continue to monitor

Horsepond Road
Flooding at Old Well
Cottage

10th Nov: Update OCC are looking at other ways to drain this area as the
soakage into the ground does not appear to be adequate for the volume of
water and silt that is washing down the road.
At the Parish Council meeting on 8th December 2014, - TC reported that on 23rd
Nov this area was badly flooded again.
DB escalated to the OCC draining team in December.
16 Feb (DB) “The drainage contractor should have attended the site today to
rectify the immediate situation. The Drainage Team is still looking for a
permanent solution to this recurring” problem”
Update : None

Stoke Row Road

Concern that the footpaths along the road are also affected by overhanging
trees and brambles forcing pedestrians to walk in the road.
Update : None – continue to monitor

Stoke Row Road
Opposite Pennyford
House

Stoke Row Road
opposite the Grouse
and Claret pub

At the Parish Council meeting on 8th December 2014, TC reported that there is
a build-up of chippings following the road resurfacing and leaves making the
foot way dangerous opposite Pennyford House, which had been reported to
OCC in September (by a member of the public).
Update: It was agreed that the condition of the verge all the way along Stoke
Row Road from the corner with Wyfold Lane to Gallowstree Road was
unacceptable and needs clearing.
Action : LC to escalate again to OCC Highways
Large tree branches growing into road - Reported to Highways. ref 555000
OCC Highways response: We have inspected this problem according to our
Highways policies and have assessed that no further work is currently required.
However we will continue to monitor it over the next 3 months.
Update : None – continue to monitor

Signed:……............................
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Highways: continued
Location/Issue

Stoke Row Road
opposite the Honey
Suckle Cottage

Blounts Court
Road

Status
From resident “Yesterday there was a car accident outside Honey suckle
Cottage attended by two police cars. …..The hedge outside Honeysuckle Cottage
and others remain uncut.
Update: Before the meeting LC circulated photographs of the hedge. It was
agreed that no action was needed here.

Following concerns raised by a member of the public regarding over-grown
hedges outside Springwood Cottage, the Gove and Westwood, the Clerk had
requested that OCC Highways investigate and advise whether (in their
opinion) these hedges required attention. [Ref 682717].
6/3/15. Highways confirmed cut back no longer issue
Update: Before the meeting LC circulated photographs of the hedge. It was
agreed that the hedge in question had not been cut back and was still
dangerous. Action: LC to escalate.

Roadside verges
along new dev
outside Dormers,
Stoke Row Rd

Two posts on the
green by the
Unicorn

The building work at Dormers has damaged the road verges. It was agreed that
BW would ask the builders/residents to address the matter.
BW confirmed that the area would be made good after the building was
complete. (BW – is this correct??)
It was agreed that LC should escalate this matter to Reading Buses as evident
suggests that a bus has knocked these down (again).
Update: A member of the public witnessed a previous knocking down of the
posts said it happens when cars are parked in the bus stop. Action LC to
escalate with reading Buses.

Footpaths:
Location/Issue

Path along Shiplake
Bottom next to 33126. Over grown
hedges

Status
See agenda item 5 : Following a complaint from a member of the public- a
letter should be sent to the residents of the properties at the entrance to
footpath 331/26 asking that their hedges are cut back to allow for people to
walk unhindered along the footpath
Update: Before the meeting LC circulated photographs of the hedge. It was
agreed that the hedge in question had been cut back and no further action at
this time was needed.

Signed:……............................
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Appendix (3): 2014-15 Accounts as at 9th March 2015
Apr -Feb

Mar 15

Actual

Forecast

Year TOTAL
Forecast

Budget

Income
SODC Grant

331.00

0.00

331.00

319.97

26,895.00

0.00

26,895.00

26,446.75

60.50

0.00

60.50

5.98

978.94

0.00

978.94

0.00

28,265.44

0.00

28,265.44

26,772.70

9,680.03

820.38

10,500.41

8,194.96

883.65

0.00

883.65

1,334.33

1,424.34

0.00

1,424.34

1,626.70

Insurance

300.00

0.00

300.00

300.00

Subscriptions

700.00

0.00

700.00

672.83

Village Upkeep

853.27

0.00

853.27

3,228.30

Carlings Orchard

1,430.00

0.00

1,430.00

2,405.00

Grant to SP&F Charity

3,233.11

0.00

3,233.11

4,501.09

Donations and Grants

4,645.85

0.00

4,645.85

2,742.36

475.00

0.00

475.00

1,994.44

0.00

1,125.00

1,125.00

0.00

Precept
Other Income
VAT Reimbursement
Total Income
Expense
Staff Costs
Councillor and Clerk
Finance, Admin and IT

Projects
Miscellaneous
Approved 2014-15 unpaid

194.67

0.00

194.67

0.00

Total Miscellaneous

Misc Other

194.67

1,125.00

1,319.67

0.00

S137

164.90

0.00

164.90

50.00

1,299.02

0.00

1,299.02

0.00

25,283.84

1,945.38

27,229.22

27,050.01

VAT
Total Expense

Note:
These are the accounts presented at the
meeting – the March forecast does not
reflect decisions made during the
meeting.

Approved 2014-15 unpaid
Num

Estimate

Memo

15-256/7

300.00

Clean Pavillion

15-305

250.00

Projector

15-318

100.00

Speed Survey B481

15-319

100.00

Speed Survey SRR

15-327

150.00

Install Notice Board

15-328

25.00

Electricity March

15-329

200.00

Electricity March

1,125.00

Signed:……............................
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