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Present:     

Councillors: Tony Cotton (Chairman) (TC) Terry Ryan (TR) 

 Fiona Berry (FB) Veronica Treacher (VT) 

 Leeanne Flett (LF) Tony Rancombe (AR) 

     Clerk: Linda Collison (LC)   

OCC: David Bartholomew  (DB) (Part )  

SODC: Charles Bailey (CB) (Part )  

Press: Connor McLoughlin (Henley Standard) 

Members of Public:      4 in total – some part only 

Open Forum:  
A member of the public raised his concern regarding the over-grown hedges and vegetation along 
footpath 27 (from the Gallowstree /Stoke Row Road crossroads to Shiplake Bottom).   
TC explained that over grown hedges were being considered later in the meeting (item 8) when 
this matter would be considered   

1 Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman. 

It was proposed by LF, seconded by TR and agreed unanimously that Councillor Cotton is elected 
as Chairman.  TC accepted the position (for a temporary period until a permanent Chairman is 
identified) and signed the Acceptance of Office. 

It was proposed by TC, seconded by LF and agreed unanimously that Councillor Crouch is elected 
as Vice Chairman.  LC confirmed that Councillor Crouch had previously confirmed that he would 
accept the position if elected.  Action: Councillor Crouch to sign the Acceptance of Office. 

2 Apologies: 

Apologies were received and accepted from Parish Councillors Simon Crouch and Valerie Ross. 

3 Member’s declaration of Pecuniary Interests:    

FB declared a non-pecuniary interest planning application P15/S1775/FUL being considered in 
the Planning Committee meeting that followed the full Council meeting.  

4 Minutes: 

It was moved by FB, seconded by VT and resolved unanimously that the minutes of the Full Council 
meeting held on Monday June 8th 2015 be signed as a true record of the meeting.   

As neither DB nor CB had arrived, TC proposed, and it was agreed unanimously, to move to agenda 
item 7, and to consider items 5 and 6 when DB and CB were present. 

5 NDCC (agenda item 7): (TC) 

The Nettlebed and District Commons Conservators (NDCC) meet quarterly.  At the most recent 
meeting on Thursday 26th June 2015, the new Committee was appointed:  

- Peter Allport - new Chairman replacing Jeremy Simon. 
- Jeremy Simon - contact for Nettlebed Common. 

- Rhona Ash - contact for Kingwood Common. 

- Tony Rancombe - contact for Peppard Common 

- Michael Green – contact for Witheridge Hill and Highmoor Common. 

- Tony Cotton – SODC appointed 

- David Nimmo-Smith – SODC district Councillor representative 
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Elizabeth Smeeton (Clerk) is also standing down.   

6 Proposed Play Area on Top Common (agenda item 8): (TR) 

The planning application P15/S1575/FUL for the Play Area was now being considered by SODC 
(see item 19).  In September 2013 and March 2014 fliers had been hand delivered to near-by 
resident with an update on the project.  TR proposed and it was unanimously agreed to print and 
deliver an update to these residents explaining that planning permission (as part of the DEFRA 
requirements) was being considered by SODC.  Cost up to £50. 

AR suggested that a play trail similar to the one in Nettlebed might be more in-keeping.  TR Ryan 
explained that the Community Survey results in 2011 showed that there was a need in Peppard for 
a Play Area, and after an exhaustive search, this was the only feasible location.  TR added that the 
equipment would be in-keeping with no bright colours.  ACTION: TR/LC. 

7 Townlands Hospital (agenda item 9):  

It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council should have a representative on the Townlands 
Steering Group.   VT agreed to represent RPPC on this group but would not necessarily be able to 
attend all the meetings. However, the nature and purpose of the group appears to be changing 
from 'steering' to 'campaigning'.  It will become clearer what its future role will be when the 
results of the consultation process are published by the CCG at the end of July.  Suggested 
appointment should then be revisited.  TC said that he would expect VT to attend the majority of 
the Committee meetings.  ACTION: LC to notify the Townlands Hospital Group. 

DB joined the meeting, shortly followed by CB. 

8 Matters relating to Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) (agenda item 9): 

 County Councillors Report General:  
See Appendix 1  

 Yellow lines at the Gravel Hill /Blounts Court Rd junction and along Butlers Yard  

DB explained that OCC Highways officer Mark Francis would shortly provide costing for the 
work and would then wait for the instruction to precede.  LC reported that Johnson Matthey 
had donated £500 (in cheque made out to RPPC) for the project.  1 

 Dog Lane Lay-By (See also Item 20) 

Ian Herriot explained that the school has been looking at various solutions to the problem of 
children’s safety when walking to and from the new playing area at Dog Lane (from the school).   
The best solution, which has been agreed with the Golf Course, is that when the children are 
walking between the two locations, a ‘Banks-man’ would stop all golf course construction 
vehicles (ie lorries).   This should hopefully be formalised when the Golf Course update their 
Planning application travel plan. 

FB added that this is a temporary solution, and if the Golf Course is successful a longer term 
solution may be required. 

LF raised concern regarding the condition of the road surface along the layby, asking what 
measures could be implemented to stop this from getting worse.  ACTION: LF to look at the 
Traffic Plan for the Golf Course to see if the actions that have to be taken once the construction 
has been completed address her concerns. 

                                                
1 On Friday 17th July an estimate of £5,391.91 (incl. VAT) was received, with a condition that RPPC would be 
responsible for all costs, which would include collected contributions from Blounts Court Committee.  As this has 
not been approved or considered by Council, the matter will be considered at next meeting.  Note RPPC have 
agreed to donate £250 to the project. 
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 Speed survey results    (Full details Appendix 2) 

FB presented an analysis of the Speed Surveys performed on the B481 at Top Common and on 
the Stoke Row road to the North of Gallowstree Crossroads.  
An average of over 3600 vehicles pass the Top Common on the B481 each weekday between 
7am and 7pm (300 per hour) in each direction with at least 15% exceeding the speed limit of 
30mph.  It was noted that more than half of the northbound traffic continues to the north 
beyond Bolts Cross, which might have future significance in connection with the Reading Third 
Bridge Project.  An average of over 420 south bound and 739 north bound vehicles run along 
Stoke Row Road each weekday between 7am and 7pm (ie about 35(S) and 62 (N) per hour) 
with at least 15% exceeding 35mph.  

DB left the meeting.    

9 Matters relating to South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) (agenda item 6):  

 District Councillors Report: (CB)  

CB announced that SODC were now installed in their new premises at 135 Eastern Avenue, 
Milton Park, OX14 4SB.  ACTION: CB to confirm whether there are any changes to the telephone 
numbers, it is thought not. 

Capital Communities Grants. 

It was noted that only one application every two years can be made for an SODC Capital 
Communities Grant.   LF proposed FB seconded, and it was unanimously agreed, that RPPC  
should apply for a capital grant for the Play Area once the planning and DEFRA approval was 
obtained; feasibility study completed and the Parish Council given their final approval.  

CB left the meeting. 

10 Other OCC matters 

 Turning circle outside Unicorn Pub  

TC reported that a number of posts remain fallen and proposed they are replaced.  AR 
wondered if the posts should be replaced because they would only be knocked down again.  TC 
explained the fallen posts were rotten and new posts would not fall so easily.  It was agreed 
that the fallen posts should be replaced and well concreted in 

ACTION:  LC to obtain costs to repair the posts. / TC to talk to the proprietor of the Unicorn Pub 

 Felling of 2 spruce/larch trees on Gravel Hill  

Waiting to hear dates when trees will be felled.2 

 Third Reading Bridge  

Members were asked to consider whether the Council was in favour of the Third Reading 
Bridge.  AR explained that it was not possible to make a decision when there is no proper plan 
to make the decision on. A comprehensive regional road transport study was needed to 
establish demand, examine all options and propose measures to effectively distribute 
increased traffic flows. There should be consultation on the measures proposed, which should 
be implemented in parallel with the bridge.3 

                                                
2 On 15/7/2015 council was notified that the work will take place week commencing 22nd July, or if not within 
the following 5 weeks of this date. 
3
 In January 2015 Wokingham and Reading Borough Councils, along with Oxfordshire County Council and South 

Oxfordshire District Council have all pledged money (to £250,000) for a detailed traffic modelling plan to look at 
traffic on both sides of the proposed bridge in detail 
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It was proposed by TC, seconded by FB and agreed to support a third bridge only if fully 
justified by detailed studies and if implemented in conjunction with acceptable measures to 
deal with the additional traffic.  ACTION: TC/LC to report RPPC’s position to DB.4 

 ‘Chairs of Parish Councils meeting’ 17th June 2015 

Deferred to next meeting when Councillor Crouch is present. 

 Peppard School  

The School have requested planning permission to replace the existing temporary classroom 
and replacement with a new temporary classroom; to include single classroom, toilets, cloak 
area, small group room and associated store room and external ramp and steps; for a 
temporary period of five years.  Subject considered by planning committee (item 19)  

 Highways, Footpaths and signage  

- LC to send letters to residents with over grown vegetation on Footpath 27 (re Open Forum) 

- TC reported that the hedge along no 8 Stoke Row Road was growing into the road and 
needed cutting back.  Action LC to write letter. 

- LC reported that the illegal signage outside Daisy’s at the Dog has now been removed.  

11 Administration, Finance and Staffing:  

 Report  from the Finance and Staffing meeting held on Tuesday 7th July 2015:  (TC) 

The following were proposed by TC, seconded by TR and agreed by Council.  Note this vote was 
not unanimous as VT has concerns that a voice recorder (ref ‘e’ below) in the meetings would 
affect members’ behaviour and comments in the meetings.    

a. The 2015-16 accounts (Appendix 3) were reviewed and accepted.   Over-all Council is on 
budget, although the wages costs are exceeding the forecast. 

b. TR to review the bank reconciliation as at 30th June 2015. Action TR/LC. 

c. To increase clerk’s grade to SCP 27 (includes a 1 point increase for passing CiLCA) and 
therefore a new hourly rate of £12.317. This increase to be implemented with effect from 
April 1st 2015. Action LC. 

d. To reinstate office allowance to £15/mnth (as per LC contract) as this is now under the 
lower limit where no PAYE payment is required (recently increased to £18). Action LC. 

e. To purchase a Sony ICDPX333.CE7 4GB PX Series MP3 Digital Voice IC Recorder cost of 
(£30 + VAT) to record Council meetings.  Recordings to be deleted when the minutes for 
the meeting are approved. 

f. To pay LC and Councillor Crouch’s expenses, which had been previously verified by TC.  

g. To build website pages using ‘Weebly’ software.  The website pages are currently built 
using Clerk’s own software Rapid-Weaver which runs on Apple operating system.  Weebly 
software is accessed is via the internet and allows for more than one editor.  It can be used 
on all operating systems, ie the Council’s windows pc, and can create pages that are 
password protected (ie viable by rppc only).  The process of creating and updating the 
website is substantially faster than using Rapid-Weaver.  Cost is £50.92 per year. 

AR suggested that Google documents would be a useful tool for sharing and editing Council 
documents.  Action: LC/AR to trial. 

                                                
4
 Amendment: At the following meeting 10/9/15 the wording was clarified to read: “RPPC do not support a third 

bridge unless it is justified by detailed studies and implemented in conjunction with acceptable measures to deal 
with the additional traffic 
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h. To close NatWest account and transfer all funds (£15,974.64) into Unity Trust.  Authorising 
letter was signed in the meeting.  Action LC to post. 

i. To update Unity Trust and Charity Bank Account signatures and the Unity Trust on line 
Authorisers.  Action All/LC 

j. To make a donation of £1000 to All Saints Church for Churchyard maintenance and £250 to 
NDCC to help with grass/vegetation cutting. Action LC.  

k. To adopt the Transparency Code for Small Parishes.  The Transparency code, when issued 
in 2014 was for Local Authorities with a turnover of greater than £200,000.  It was then 
quickly followed with a Transparency Code for Small Parishes - for those parishes with a 
turnover less than £25,000, RPPC has a turnover of about £27,500 and therefore fits into 
neither group. 

l. To write-off HMRC credit of £11.64 from 2014-15.  In September 2015 the PAYE P32 
showed a credit for RPPC of 11.64, which was entered into the accounts but the credit was 
never received.   In March 2015 HMRC confirmed twice (by phone) that there was no credit 
owing on ‘the system’.  

 Members were reminded to complete their Risk Assessment and footpath forms and submit to 
the clerk as soon as possible.  Action: All. 

It was agreed that Councillor Crouch should attend the Getting to grips with Finance training 
course on Wednesday 30th September 2015 and for AR to attend the Roles & Responsibilities 
Training course on Tuesday 8th September 2015. 

 LC confirmed that no dates were set yet for planning training.  VT suggested that all members 
of the planning committee should attend the training as policies are changing and asked if a 
trainer could come to Peppard to train the entire committee all at the same time.  FB suggested 
that this would be better next year after the new Core Strategy was finalised.  Action LC to 
make enquiries. 

12 Proposed Planning Committee Terms of Reference   

The revised planning Committee Terms of reference agreed at the previous meeting were signed 
by the Chairman.  Action: LC to post on the website. 

13 Approval of Spend: 

It was proposed by TC and resolved unanimously that the following are approved.    

Approved by Council in previous meetings BUT not yet actioned / to be paid 

Ref Account Payee Description Power Amount 

15-256-7 App’d 2014-15  New Cleaner New cleaner costs LGA(misc)76 s19 -£300.00 
 

Approved by Council in previous meetings – now ready to pay 

Ref Account Payee Description Power Amount 

16-354 ORCC Subscr. ORCC Subscription LGA 1972 111 -£65.00 
 

June cashbook adjustments to be approved 

 Account Payee Description   

16-372 PAYE HMRC Write-off credit LGA 1972 112 -£11.64 

16-373 APM PWMH Deposit return LGA 1972 111 +£100.00 

16-376 Bank Interest Unity Trust Interest LGA 1972 111 +£7.30 
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15-318a Appd 2014-15 OCC Highways Speed Survey VAT Highways Act 
1980 ss 43 50 

-£20.00 

15-319a Appd 2014-15 OCC Highways Speed Survey VAT -£20.00 

 

Retrospective payments to be approved 

 Account Payee Description   

16-374 It costs 1and1 Website package LGA 1972 111 -£3.56 

16-375 Miscellaneous PWMH Townlands LGA 1972 111 -£60.00 

 

July Credits for review 

 Account Payee Description   

16-391 Trustee Purchases  Charity Charity Reimbursement LGA(Misc)76 s19 +£1,094.45 

New payments 

 Account Payee Description   

16-359 Donation S Common PC Bench & Seat** LG(MP)A 76 s19 -£515.00 

16-377 Staff Costs T Parisi July wages LGA 1972 112 -£49.35 

16-378 Staff Costs M Bowles July wages LGA 1972 112 -£65.93 

16-379 Staff Costs L Collison July wages LGA 1972 112 -£549.21 

16-380 Staff Costs HMRC July PAYE LGA 1972 112 -£23.70 

16-381 Staff Costs OCC Pension July Pension LGA 1972 112 -£169.02 

16-382 Staff Costs Autela Payroll Svs Payroll services  July LGA 1972 112 -£39.90 

16-383 Various L Collison Expenses Various -£238.40 

16-384 Various S Crouch Expenses Various -£47.98 

16-385 Election costs SODC Election costs LGA 1972 111 -£115.00 

16-386 Charity cost Hallett Handyman Repair loft 
LGA(Misc 

Act)1976 s19 

-£60.00 

16-387 Electricity British Gas Electricity July tbc 

16-388 Electricity British Gas Electricity July tbc 

16-389 Donation All Saints Church Donation 
OSA1906 

ss9&10 
-£1000.00 

16-390 Donation NDCC Donation 
OSA1906 

ss9&10 -£250.00 

16-391 Clr Training OALC Training Courses LGA 1972 111 -£156.00 

16-392 Play Area LC (reimburse) Fliers  LG(MP)A 76 s19 -£19.00 

16-393 IT Costs LC (reimburse) Weebly Web software LGA 1972 111 -£82.72 

 
**Note increase to £515 to donate a seat and bench – both vandal proof. 

It was agreed that TC and FB should approve the payments on Unity Trust. 

14 Local Parishes working together on mutual Issues  

It was agreed that this concept would work better when there is a specific matter of joint concern 
(eg Henley Triathlon).   Action: LC to notify other Parishes. 
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15 Village Working Group: 

Action: LC to write to all residents who showed an interest in the group to see if they have any 
specific projects they would like the group to address. 

16 Correspondence:  

A member of the public had written in suggesting new village signs at the entrance to the Village.   

Action: Add to next agenda. 

17 Matters for future meetings 

August: Proposal for fewer meetings per year; someone to check Carlings Orchard before payment.  
New village sign. 

 

AR left the meeting   
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PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

18 Minutes:    

None. 

19 New Planning Applications 

Application 

P15/S1575/FUL Top Common Rotherfield Peppard RG9 5LB 
Creation of new children’s play area. 

It was proposed by FB, seconded by TC and agreed unanimously that this application should be 
approved.  5 

P15/S1775/FUL Manor Farm Peppard Common RG9 5LA 
Part change of use of existing building from general storage to storage of aggregates for use by 
Manor Mix, in connection with off-site cement mixing and delivery (sui generis) (Re-submission 
of refused application P14/S3345/FUL) 

FB withdrew from the discussion and vote on this application. 

It was proposed by TC, seconded by TR and agreed that this application should be refused for the 
same reasons as application P14/S3345/FUL.   It was also noted that application P15/S2136/FUL 

has been raised by the applicant Storage of aggregates and cement (aggregates to be stored within 
1.8m high reinforced concrete interlocking blocks) for use by Manor Mix in connection with off-site 

cement mixing and delivery (sui generis) in Playhatch. 
For Full response see Appendix 4 

P15/S1978/HH Peppard Barn Church Lane Rotherfield Peppard RG9 5JU 
Enlargement of existing single storey rear extension including raising the roof height with new 
rooflights on south facing roof slope and new windows on south and east elevations. New 1.2m 
high brick and flint walls to rear. 

It was proposed by FB, seconded by TR and agreed unanimously that this application should be 
approved. 

P15/1746/FUL L&N Golf Management, Greys Green Golf Course, Dog Lane 
Retention of landscape works on land adjacent to Dog Lane, Rotherfield Peppard. The landscape 
works include the planting of trees, the erection of a landscaped bund. 

The committee had no strong views on this application and it was proposed by FB, seconded by 
TC and agreed unanimously that SODC should be guided by responses of near-by residents who 
are most affected by the bund. 

R3.0077/15 : Peppard C Of E Primary School, Church Lane, RG9 5JU  
Planning application by Oxfordshire County Council for planning permission for the removal of 
existing temporary classroom and replacement with a new temporary classroom; to include 
single classroom, toilets, cloak area, small group room and associated store room and external 
ramp and steps; for a temporary period of five years at Peppard C Of E Primary School, Church 
Lane, Rotherfield Peppard, Henley-on-thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 5JU 

It was proposed by FB, seconded by TR and agreed unanimously that this application should be 
approved. 

                                                
5
 For information : RoSPA had been consulted and confirmed the location was suitable for a PlayArea. 
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20 SODC Planning decisions 

Application 
RPPC 

Decision 
SODC 

Decision 

P15/S0680/HH  : Clare House Colliers Lane, RG9 5LT 
New carport 

APPROVAL APPROVAL 

P15/S0415/HH: Barn Croft, Chiltern Road, RG9 5LP 
Erection of detached double garage. 

APPROVAL APPROVAL 

P15/S1207/FUL: Lovell Cottage Kingwood Common RG9 5NB 
Erection of a single detached dwelling, including basement, separate 
triple garage and altered driveway (variation of approval 
P14/S3170/FUL, granted 2nd February 2015) 

APPROVAL APPROVAL 

P15/S1343/HH Pencoates Church Lane RG9 5JR 
Increase in roof height of existing bungalow to provide 1st floor 
accommodation, single storey side/rear extension 

APPROVAL APPROVAL 

P15/S1563/FUL Greenways Chiltern Road Peppard Common 
Henley-on-Thames RG9 5LP 
Replacement of existing dwelling 
 

APPROVAL APPROVAL 

P15/S0724/HH (& Amended): 17 Chiltern Bank RG9 5HU 
As amended - reducing the depth of the two storey extension and 
increasing the depth of the single storey element). 

APPROVAL APPROVAL 
Note - No response deemed necessary for amendment – as the 
amendment to the plans were as a result of the review by the SODC 
Planning Officer. The extension to the back has been reduced so it is 
less intrusive than the plans approved by RPPC Planning Committee on 
the 21st March 2015. 

 

21 Enforcement Actions 

Outstanding enforcement actions 

Colmore, Colmore Ln Kingwood RG9 5NA 
Retrospective planning application for a curved trench denied – not yet filled back in. 
(P14/S0257/FUL) 

Status/Action: On 7th July LC had chased Kim Langford SODC planning on this matter.  No 
reply. 

Greys Green Golf Course, Peppard RG9 5JU 
Various concerns from residents regarding the improvement works. (P14/S0844/FUL) 

Status/Action: RPPC liaising closely with the Golf Course and will continue to monitor. 

Land nr Old Sewage Works off Wyfold Ln 
Tree felling and laying of hard core creating potential parking area for large vehicles without 
planning permission. 

SODC considers that a breach of planning control has occurred and has requested that the 
land be restored to its former condition by 15 May 2015.   
Action LC to resend details to FB 
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Daisy’s at the Dog out building 
Concerns raised that the barn is being used without planning permission/change of use. 

SODC confirmed no breach of planning has occurred, proprietor advised to seek planning 
advice when barn is to be used as coffee-shop/restaurant. 

Vine Lodge and Broadlands Properties are empty and have been broken into. 

Reported to SODC Unsecure empty properties env.health@southandvale.gov.uk ref 126763 

 

22 Dog Lane Lay-By.  

Covered in the Full Council meeting, item 8 above. 

Note FB circulated a report with the results of her investigations in the lay-by on the B481 adjacent 
to Daisy’s at the Dog (aka Dog Lane Layby) included in appendix 5, 

 

Meeting ended at 9:35 pm 

mailto:env.health@southandvale.gov.uk
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Appendix (1):  County Councillors Report 
 

 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE STEPS DOWN 
Joanna Simons will be stepping down as Chief Executive in September in order that OCC can carry out 
a review of senior management arrangements. The aim is to reduce costs in the light of further funding 
cuts announced by the government. Earlier this year the council had a series of robust debates about 
whether to remove the post but concluded that a permanent change required further consideration. 
Following further cross party discussion, it has been decided to put an interim arrangement in place 
pending a senior management review. The council has reached an amicable agreement with Joanna to 
step down so this can take place. 
 
BUDGET 2014/15 REVIEW 
The final outturn for the 2014/15 year was an under-spend of £0.196m on a budget of £424.185m, 
which is an impressive achievement despite all the pressures that exist. The good news is that there 

has still been investment in Highways with a capital expenditure for 2014/15 year of £43.1m. This 
was £17.8m higher than in 2013/14. Major projects completed include Kennington Interchange, 
Witney Ducklington/Station Lane Junction, Oxford London Road, A4130 Bix dual carriageway and 
A420 Shrivenham Bypass. There was £14.8m spent on highways structural maintenance programmes. 
 
COUNTY COUNCIL AND CENTRAL GOVERNMENT BUDGETS – UPDATE 
Since 2010 the council has saved £204 million with a further £88 million of savings to be made by 
2018. A report to the Cabinet on 24th May stated that there could be another £50M - £60M of saving to 
be found. There will be more clarity on this figure after the budget on 8th July. This will be a challenge 
to the County Council with the increasing pressure on both adult and children’s social care – currently 
around 50% of the budget is spent on just 2% of the population. 
 
EARLY INTERVENTION CENTRES 
The Early Intervention Service and Children's Centres are currently supported by a budget of 
approximately £16M. As part of the service and resource planning process for the period 2014/15-
2017/18, possible savings of £6M against this figure were identified by a cross-party Cabinet Advisory 
Group. These savings could be achieved if the Early Intervention Service was integrated with 
Children’s Social Care. This proposal was debated at the Cabinet meeting in June and it was agreed that 
full proposals would come back to Cabinet in September after a summer of engagement with partners. 
A full consultation process will then take place. 
 
SUPPORTED TRANSPORT SERVICES 
OCC needs to save more than £6M on supported transport services, and a consultation is currently 
taking place about how this can best be achieved. (The consultation closes on 14th September.) OCC 
has asked the Oxfordshire Rural Community Council (ORCC), a not for profit, community development 
organisation, to act as the independent facilitator during the consultation. Some money can be saved 
by running existing services more efficiently, but savings will also have to come by reducing the 
current £4M a year the council pays in bus subsidies and to run the Dial-a-Ride service. To comment 
on the proposals or to attend one of the five public consultation events, contact the Oxfordshire Rural 
Community Council on 01865 883488 or email orcc@oxonrcc.org.uk. 
 
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN 
At the July Cabinet meeting the Local Transport Plan for 2015-2031, Connecting Oxfordshire, will be 
considered following public consultation. The business case for delivering the A40 bus lane scheme 
and developing the long-term A40 strategy will also be considered. 
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RECRUITMENT OF ‘SHARED LIVES’ CARERS 
Shared Lives, a scheme established over thirty years ago, enables people over the age of 16 who needs 
support or accommodation, to become a regular visitor to or move in with a Shared Lives carer. 
Together, they share family and community life. Typically, people supported by Shared Lives have a 
learning or physical disability. By joining the scheme, they often become a permanent part of a 
supportive family and by doing so increase their independence. Shared Lives is also used to give 
breaks to unpaid family carers or as a stepping-stone for someone to get their own place. The 
Oxfordshire Shared Lives Scheme currently supports around 80 people in long term arrangements and 
a further 40-50 people who use the service for short breaks. The scheme is constantly seeking to 
recruit new Shared Lives Carers. Please spread the word about Shared Lives and to encourage more 
people to sign up as carers. To find out more visit www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives 
 
NEW DIRECTORY OF SUPPORT SERVICES FOR ADULTS AND CARERS 
The County Council funded Community Information Network, has developed a directory of services for 
adults and carers. The aim of the Community Information Network is to provide information and 
advice to adults to help them maintain their independence and keep well. The directory contains a 
wealth of information about activities and support. Listings range from IT clubs, singing clubs, mobile 
libraries, health and wellbeing centres, to exercise classes and Women’s Institutes. The directory can 
be accessed at www.ageuk.org.uk/oxfordshire 
If you have any feedback about the directory or would like to add any entries, please write to the 
Community Information Network team at: network@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk 
 
STOKE ROW ROAD/BLOUNTS COURT ROAD/PEPPARD HILL STAGGERED JUNCTION 
Senior Traffic Technician Mark Francis has put in a request to the contractor for firm prices for two 
alternative schemes. He has advised me that he received a quote for the site works this week and is 
now just waiting for an accurate quote for the legal works. He says he should be able to supply the 
Parish Council with a full quotation next week. 
 
DOG LAYBY CONGESTION/PARKING 
I have put this matter on hold pending further input from the PC.6 
 
CHAIRS' MEETING 17TH JUNE 
The Chairs of all parishes in my Division were invited to a special meeting on June 17th to discuss 
Highways issues. Copies of the slides presented have been circulated to those unable to attend.7 
 

  

                                                
6
 See Agenda 8 

7
 See Agenda item 10 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sharedlives
mailto:network@ageukoxfordshire.org.uk
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Appendix (2):  Speed Survey Analysis  
 

1. B481  

1.1 Vehicle Volumes 

Weekdays - total volume 

24 hr (0:00 - 24:00)  4220 average 4389 peak (S) 
    4341 average 4443 peak (N) 

12 hr (07:00 - 19:00)  3606 average 3728 peak (S) 
    3774 average 3871 peak (N) 

Weekdays - volume / hour 

24 hr (0:00 - 24:00)  176 average 183 peak (S) 
    181 average 185 peak (N) 

12 hr (07:00 - 19:00)  301 average 311 peak (S)  
315 average 323 peak (N) 

Peak time morning  08.00 409 (S) 
      08.00 676 (N) 

Peak time afternoon  16:30 468 (S) 
    16:45 432(N) 

Weekends - volume / day 

Saturday   3423 81% of weekday average (S) 
3460 80% of weekday average (N) 

Sunday    2581 61% of weekday average (S) 
2530 58% of weekday average (N) 

1.2 Vehicle Speed 

Weekday - average speed 

24 hr (0:00 - 24:00)  30.7 mph 15% > 35.9 mph (S) 
    30.6 mph 15% > 36.4 mph (N) 

12 hr (07:00 - 19:00)  35.5 mph 15% > 30.3 mph (S) 
    35.6 mph 15% > 30.1 mph (N) 

Peak time morning  26-<31mph 08:00 126 (S)  08:00  262 (N) 
    31-<36mph 08.00 94 (S)  07:45 114 (N) 
    36 -<41 mph 07:15  41 (S)  06:45 47 (N) 

Peak time afternoon  26-<31mph 16:30 176 (S)  15:00 129 (N) 
    31-<36mph 16:30 114 (S)  16:00 84 (N) 
    36 -<41 mph 18:00 38 (S)  17:00 40 (N) 
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1.3 Conclusions  

Vehicles exceeded the speed limit during all measured periods 

The B481 is a very busy road for 12 hours of any week day  

Weekday volume - Southbound 

 

Weekday volume - Northbound 

 

Both channels take an similar volume of traffic per day but the (N) is 65% busier at early 
morning peaks whilst less busy at the mid-afternoon peak by 8% 

Vehicles have approximately the same speeding characteristics in both channels. 

Comparison of the 5 day average volume with the Bolts Cross junction survey shows that 54% 
of the traffic flow both north and south is towards Nettlebed and the M40 

5 day Average Bolts Cross B481 % of B481 
South 2299 4220 54% 
North 2349 4341 54% 
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2. STOKE ROW ROAD  

2.1 Vehicle Volumes 

Weekdays - total volume 

24 hr (0:00 - 24:00)  496 average 571 peak (S) 
    901 average 953, peak (N) 

12 hr (07:00 - 19:00)  420 average 507 peak (S) 
    739 average 802, peak (N) 

Weekdays - volume / hour 

24 hr (0:00 - 24:00)  21 average 24 peak (S) 
    38 average 40, peak (N) 

12 hr (07:00 - 19:00)  35 average 42 peak (S)  
62 average 67 peak (N) 

Peak time morning  07.15 69 (S) 
    08:15 90 (N) 

Peak time afternoon  15:00 59 (S) 
    17:30 106 (N) 

Weekends - volume / day 

Saturday   361 73% of weekday average (S) 
740 82% of weekday average (N) 

Sunday    288 58% of weekday average (S) 
596 66% of weekday average (N) 

2.2 Vehicle Speed 

Weekday - average speed 

24 hr (0:00 - 24:00)  30.3 mph 15% > 35.4 mph (S) 
    30.3 mph 15% > 36.0 mph (N) 

12 hr (07:00 - 19:00)  30.1 mph 15% > 35.2 mph (S) 
    30.0 mph 15% > 35.7 mph (N) 

Peak time morning  26-<31mph 08:30 25 (S)  09:45 7 (N) 
    31-<36mph 08.30 16 (S)  07:15 19 (N) 
    36 -<41 mph 07:45 7 (S)  07:15 13 (N) 

Peak time afternoon  26-<31mph 16:15 26 (S)  15:45 6 (N) 
    31-<36mph 18:00 24 (S)  12:00 18 (N) 
    36 -<41 mph 17:45 14 (S)  16:15 12 (N) 
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2.3 Conclusions  

Vehicles exceeded the speed limit during all measured periods 

The peak volumes on the Stoke Row Road shows there are a morning and afternoon peak but 
are not consistent throughout the week and there are other peaks during the day 

Weekday volume - Southbound 

 

Weekday volume - Northbound 
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3. RELATED ISSUES 

3.1 Gravel Hill Junction 

Comparison of the 5 day average figures on the B481 with the Stoke Row figures shows that 
the Stoke Row Road traffic is substantially less than that on the B481. Although the Gravel Hill 
Junction is busy it shows that the main route through it is along the B481. 

 

 
3.2 The Third Reading Bridge   

The B481 volume figures compared to the Bolts Cross survey shows that 54% of the traffic 
passes through Peppard to travel northwards to Nettlebed. It is assumed that this is because 
the B481 is a route from Reading to the M40.  It is possible that an additional bridge will 
increase this usage and the south Oxfordshire Villages act as a gateway to routes further north. 

3.3 Sonning Common Neighbourhood Plan 

138 houses represents a 9% growth in Sonning Common by 2026 which will increase the 
traffic movements on the B481. The updated Core Strategy due in 2016 may increase these 
numbers further. 

Of more concern is the plan to build houses to the north of Sonning Common on sites along 
Reades Lane 

SON 02 - 52 houses  

SON15a -37 houses  

SON 01 - car park for at least 100 cars 

It is likely that traffic from these developments will travel north to Gallowstree Road to avoid 
travelling down Wood Lane onto the B481. It will then pass through the junction with Stoke 
Row Road. This junction has already had several injury related accidents which is likely to be 
affected by this increase traffic flow. 
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Appendix (3):  YTD Accounts  
 
 

 

  
 

Actuals 

 

Budget 

 

    
Apr - Jun 

Actual 
July * 

Apr- July 
       (ytd)  

Year 
Apr-Mar  

Income 
  

 
    

 
Precept 

 
13,750.00 0.00 13,750.00 

 
27,500.00 

 

 
Other Income 

 
261.30 0.00 261.30 

 
264.00 

 Total Income 
 

14,011.30 0.00 14,011.30 

 

27,764.00  

Expense 
  

 
   

 

 
Staff Costs 

 
2,623.77 870.91 3494.68 

 
11,013.56  

 
Councillor and Clerk 

 
0.00 139.45 139.45 

 
700.00  

 
Finance, Admin and IT 

 
275.82 387.89 663.71 

 
1,742.00  

 
Insurance 

 
300.00 0.00 300.00 

 
300.00  

 
Subscriptions 

 
208.00 0.00 208.00 

 
665.00  

 
Village Upkeep 

 
41.86 0.00 41.86 

 
525.00  

 
Carlings Orchard 

 
0.00 0.00 0.00 

 
1,790.00  

 
Grant to SP&F Charity 

 
931.17 **45.00 976.17 

 
2,400.00  

 
Total Donations & Grants 

 
709.17 1250.00 1959.17 

 
4,750.00  

 
Projects 

 
192.50 19.00 211.50 

 
2,240.00  

 
Miscellaneous  

 
-40.00 0.00 -40.00 

 
0.00  

 Trustee Purchases ***  1,094.45 -986.47 67.98  0.00  

 
S137 

 
0.00 0.00 0.00 

 
100.00 

 

 
VAT paid 

 

348.60 72.90 421.50 
 

0.00 
 Total Expense 

 
6,685.34 1796.68 8484.02 

 
26,225.56 

 
     

 
    

 
Key: 

  

 

     * Includes items approved in the meeting  

 

** July electricity invoices to be added 

 

 

*** July figures includes  £1,094.45 reclaimed from Charity for Apr-June payments 
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Appendix (4):  Planning response P15/S1775/FUL 
 

P15/S1775/FUL Manor Farm Peppard Common RG9 5LA 
Part change of use of existing building from general storage to storage of aggregates for use by Manor 
Mix, in connection with off-site cement mixing and delivery (sui generis) (Re-submission of refused 
application P14/S3345/FUL) 
 
Rotherfield Peppard considers that this application should be REFUSED for the following reasons:  
 
1 As stated by two Planning Inspectors, Manor Mix Concrete Mixing activities are not characteristic 

of this location neither in the AONB nor with Planning Policies in the SODC Local Plan or the SODC 
Core Strategy.  

 

Ref: P10/E1896/DA Appeal Ref: APP/Q3115/C/10/2141909  
“.. The provision of concrete for construction purposes is not an activity requiring or characteristic of 
a rural location”.  
 

Ref: P14/S0306/DA Appeal APP/Q3115/C/10/2141909  
“20. The use of the appeal site, or part thereof, for open yard activities comprising of a concrete 
mixing business and a demolition and earth moving contractor’s yard introduces an uncharacteristic 
activity into the countryside with significant existing and potential harm to the character of the area 
and the AONB and to residential amenity in terms of dust and noise and disturbance As such it is 
contrary to policies of the South Oxfordshire Core Strategy (CS) and the South Oxfordshire Local Plan 
(LP). In particular, the use conflicts with CS Policies CSEN1 which seeks to protect the district’s 
landscape character with priority to the conservation and enhancement of the Chilterns Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty; and CSQ3 which requires development to respond positively to and 
respect the character of the site and its surroundings.”  

 

2 The use of one of the buildings for storage of aggregates is not consistent with Policy CSR1 or 
with use class B8 which covers more general warehousing storage.  

 

Ref: P10/E1896/DA Appeal Ref: APP/Q3115/C/10/2141909  
“Even if the use were for storage alone it would not meet the provisions of Policies E3 or E5 of the 
Local Plan, nor therefore those of Policy A3, even without taking account of landscape 
considerations.”  

 

3 Enclosing storage and loading of the aggregate in one of the buildings does not mitigate the impact 
of the concrete mixing activity on the countryside and the amenity of local residents.  

 

Ref: P14/S0306/DA Appeal APP/Q3115/C/10/2141909  
“21. The use also conflicts with LP Policies, including G2 and G4 which seek to protect the district’s 
countryside and resources and the countryside for its own sake; together with EP1 and EP 2 which 
seek to protect local occupiers from the adverse effects of dust, grit and fumes and noise and 
vibration, respectively.” 

 

4 Overdevelopment of site.  
Over the years buildings have increased and expanded across the Manor Farm complex. This 
resulted in the need to create a car park into the surrounding agricultural land. Most recently Units 
24 and 25 were extended to provide a larger storage facility.  
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Over time the number of lorries both from Manor Mix and Summerleaze who supply the 
aggregates have increased and with it the requirement for an area to park while they wait to be 
loaded or unloaded. The available space is limited and this will be detrimental to the operations of 
the other businesses on the site.  

 
5 5. The local roads are not suitable for the size of lorries that are required. A limit of 7.5 tons has 

now been placed on the route to Henley used by Manor Mix and Summerlease.  
 

Ref: P10/E1896/DA Appeal Ref: APP/Q3115/C/10/2141909  
“Residents expressed concerns both about those activities and the resultant increase in heavy goods 
traffic on local rural roads. Those aspects may not be sufficiently serious by themselves to warrant 
dismissal of the appeal but illustrate further the uncharacteristic nature of the use in this location.” 
 

RPPC  would also like to draw your attention to planning application P15/S2136/FUL submitted by 
Manor Mix on 26th June 2015, for Storage of aggregates and cement (aggregates to be stored within 
1.8m high reinforced concrete interlocking blocks) for use by Manor Mix in connection with off-site 
cement mixing and delivery (sui generis) in Playhatch. 
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Appendix (5):  Results of investigation into the lay-by on B481 adjacent to Daisy's at the Dog 

for Rotherfield Peppard Parish Council 

 
1 INTRODUCTION 

This paper was initiated because Peppard school intend to use the play area located in the new 
school building site accessed by the lay-by adjacent to Daisy's at the Dog from September. 
Concerns were raised that the children's safety would be compromised as they walk from their 
current school to the play area because of the lorry traffic and increased numbers of vehicles 
parking in the lay-by. 

This paper gives the planning background for approved developments around the lay-by, 
documents the current situation, and timescales where they are known for those 
developments. Options for changes to the lay-by are reviewed which include the latest 
discussions between Peppard School and the Dog Golf Course. 

2 PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS 

Traffic implications of developments adjacent to the lay-by have been considered by the 
planning authorities and the school and the golf course have had to provide additional plans to 
address this. 

2.1 Relocation of Peppard School 

Phase 1 the construction of a hard and soft play area has been approved. 

SODC Ref: P14/S2233/CC OCC Ref: R3.0075/14  

Deemed permission - OCC Reg 3 on 3rd September 2014 

Traffic implications - Condition 15. 

That a detailed design of the scheme of highway safety mitigation measures (including a road 
safety audit) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Deputy Director (Strategy & 
Infrastructure Planning) in line with the principles and phasing established by drawing No: 
5093309/TP/GA/0002 Rev A. Any approved scheme shall be implemented prior to the 
occupation of the building or hard and soft play areas, in accordance with the agreed phasing.  

2.2 Dog Golf Course 

P14/S0844/FUL Improvements to existing 36 hole golf course 

Planning Permission on 4th July 2014 

Traffic implications - Condition 4 

A Construction Traffic Management Plan (CTMP) shall be submitted to and approved in writing 
by the Local Planning Authority prior to the commencement of development. The approved 
CTMP shall be implemented prior to any works being carried out on site, and shall be 
maintained throughout the course of the development 

Discharged on 29th September 2014  P14/S2442/DIS 

2.3 Daisy's at the Dog 

No planning application has been received but there is an enforcement investigation 
outstanding to determine whether the extension of the business to the barn is consistent with 
planning policy. 
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Any extension to the business could have an impact on the parking in the lay-by and therefore 
it may be necessary for a travel assessment to be carried out by Daisy's at the Dog. 

2.4 Location 

The location of the lay-by has some specific planning implications 

CON7 Planning permission will not be granted for development which would harm the 
character or appearance of a conservation area. 

CSEN1 (ii) High priority will be given to conservation and enhancement of the Chilterns 
and North Wessex Downs Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) and planning 
decisions will have regard to their setting. 

The lay-by is close to the northern boundary of Peppard Common registered common 
land under the Nettlebed and District Commons (Preservation) Act 1906. 

3 CURRENT SITUATION 

3.1 Relocation of Peppard School 

The school wishes to use the play area for P.E. lessons from September 2015. This will be a 
timetabled activity where a class of 15-30 children will walk from the current school to the 
new play area. The planning conditions prevent this happening until the highways mitigation 
measures have been put in place. 

The highways work approved as part of the planning permission include the following 
measures: 

 changes to kerbs in front of Lodgemore and Dog Cottages to slow traffic speeds turning 
into the lay-by and Church Lane 

 installation of bollards along the edge of the lay-by from Dog Cottages past Daisy's to 
the entrance of the play area, creating a 1.5m wide walkway for pupils 

This work will be funded by the school and carried out by Atkins but is dependent on an 
agreement under Section 278 of the Highways Act 1980 before it can be carried out. It is 
estimated that the work can be completed in 2 weeks 

The increase in cars and deliveries to Daisy's since taking over the 'Dog' coupled with the lorry 
deliveries to the Dog Golf Course has raised concern that the above route improvements may 
not provide the safety required for children walking from the existing school to the new site 
which means that this agreement is unlikely to be reached without some change to the 
highways mitigation measures. 

3.2 Dog Golf course 

The current Travel Plan states that for the 4 year development project the Dog Golf course's 
construction traffic will be restricted to Monday to Friday 0930-1600 and Saturday 0700-
1300. Vehicles arriving outside these hours should pull over on the nearest A-class road 
highway and wait before making its delivery. 

Although the Dog Golf Course has allowed parking for staff from Daisy's and customers for a 
50p charge the preference is for parking in the lay-by. This has on occasions blocked access 
and so 'unofficial' no parking signs have had to be introduced to prevent parking on either side 
of both the lay-by entrances. 

Daisy's at the Dog have also been hosting events which have increased the parking 
requirement as a large number of people are arriving at the same time. Daisy's informs Dog 
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Golf course management when this is going to happen and they provide a 'banksman' who 
guides the lorries and traffic at these times. 

The project is progressing well and the construction project timescale may be reduced 

It has been recognised by OCC highways that the lorries that arrive before 9:30 are causing 
highways issues that need to be resolved. It is therefore possible that the current Travel Plan 
will be amended. 

3.3 Daisy's at the Dog 

The overspill of cars that cannot park in the lay-by is now spreading along the walkways from 
Church Lane. 

4 LAY-BY TIMESCALES 

4.1 Use of Play Area by School 

Timescale - September 2015 

Dependencies 

- updated traffic mitigation measures to confirm safe walkway across lay-by 

- Section 278 Agreement 

- Two week construction project July / August 2015 

4.2 Dog Golf Course Construction Project 

Timescale - Spring 2019 

Dependencies - weather and lorry deliveries 

4.3 Upgraded Dog Golf course running 

Timescale - Spring 2016 (it is likely that car traffic will increase after this date as golfers are 
attracted to the new facilities) 

Dependencies - completion of first phase of project 

5 OPTIONS FOR CHANGES TO THE LAY-BY 

5.1 Option 1 

- Speed humps across the Dog Golf Course and Dog Lane entrances. 

- increase width of lay-by by 2 metres by replacing a large section of the grass island area 
and laying it to tarmac.  

- widen the lay-by entrances by removing more of the grass island area 

- introduce yellow lines and associated signs denoting parking restrictions 

- grass island area to be reinstated once the golf course development is complete 

5.2 Option 2 

- restrict parking in the lay-by by either: 

Á introducing yellow lines next to the bollards to prevent any parking adjacent to the 
pupils walkway  

or 

Á introducing yellow lines to prevent any parking in the lay-by. 

5.3 Option 3 
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- extend the service provided by the Dog Golf 'banksman' to direct traffic and in particular 
lorry movements during the period that pupils will be walking to and from the play area 

6 REVIEW OF OPTIONS 

6.1 Grass island changes 

These were ruled out for the following reasons 

- reducing the grass island to widening the lay-by entrances are contrary to measures in the 
approved traffic mitigation plan which intended to reduce traffic speeds. 

- the grass island covers the old 'village pond'. Water has been diverted underground from 
this point towards the common and it is likely that substantial work would have to be 
undertaken to prevent subsidence of any parking area situated on top of it. 

- although deemed temporary it would be unlikely that the grass would be reinstated 

- change to the rural character of the area 

6.2 Speed Humps 

These were ruled out for the following reasons 

- not likely to be supported by businesses and residents 

6.3 Parking restrictions 

These were ruled out for the following reasons 

- all parking restrictions involve yellow lines and signs publicising the details of the 
restriction. 

- the cost is not trivial e.g. £5,000 minimum which the school could not fund so an 
agreement for funding across the three parties would have to be reached 

- the road condition of the lay-by would have to be at an appropriate standard so the yellow 
lines could be added.  

- there would be implications on Police resources which would have to be available to 
enforce the parking restriction. 

- the change to the character of the area because of the traffic calming measures was 
objected to by residents at the time of the original school planning application. It is 
therefore unlikely that the introduction of yellow lines in this area would be supported. 

- parking restrictions would impact dog-walkers, and horse riders who access the public 
footpaths from the lay-by 

6.4 Preferred option 

Discussions between representatives of Peppard School and the Dog Golf Course agreed that 
an option to extend the services of the Dog Golf 'banksman' would be workable and would 
ensure the safe passage of the children for the following reasons: 

- the children would be using the play area at specific timetabled periods. 

- the bollards would provide a protected walkway for the pupils for most of the lay-by. The 
area without protection is when they cross Dog Lane and the entrance to the Dog Golf 
Course. The 'banksman' would ensure that no lorries were crossing that area at the same 
time. 
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- this is a temporary measure as the period when this would be required is defined i.e. until 
spring 2019 if the construction project takes 4 years. 

- no yellow lines or changes to the lay-by or the grass island are required. 

- it can be formalised as part of the likely amendments to the Dog Golf Travel Plan (see 
section 3.2). 

- The school has agreed plans for managing school drop-offs and pick-ups when the new 
school is built. If changes to the lay-by are required because of further increases in traffic 
because of the Dog Golf course and/or Daisy's, this option would not implement traffic 
measures which may have to be altered later. 

 


